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MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD iene WIL 3 


SUBJECT : Coaversation with Mr. “alter N. Elder, Executive Assiptant to ie 
the [dxector, Regarding IDEALIST Mission 3234 Lannea sana one 


i, Ak ga-no-go tirne 14590 hours local, 29 October, I was advived by 
“ot. owckett that the COMOR Working Group at 1229 hours had indicated orally 
ta gira, presumably through the Chairman of COMOR, that as a result of their 
$tucy of the proble:n of targeting ia the Sino-ladian berder area that the Dight 
orugramed for the area north of Bhutan, Sikkim, and Nepal (Mission 3236) waa 
-- wa langer retired. It is my uaderstanding that the “orking Group was going 
to formally report their findings to the COMO on Thursday of this weex. 


2, Omning aa it did at the very moment of the go-no-go briefing anc in 
the ternporary absence of the Chairman of COMCUR, I felt it necessary to seek 
guidaace frara the Offiee of thea Director aa to whether the inatant ols zion 
should be lauached or aot. Accordingly, 1 got in touch with “ir. Elder. 


= ealizing the predicacssent we were in and conscious of the fect that 
there wae leas than aa hour to clear this inatter up before the mission had to 


be ac rubbed in the face af good Mying es ee 25X1 
[ Me. Elder teok the matter un peraonslily with the Director. 


4. At approximately 1499 houre oir. “Ider called mae back at the Contral 
onter and gaid that it was tae Director's with that the misaion proceed aa 
planned; that the eatire deployment was to support the stated aims and desires 
of the Secretary of Defense aad that the latter axpre@sly agked for cornplete 
caverags of the Sino-indian border arse. sot simply for portions thereof, On 
tne baale of the advisory from fir. Tider the mission wae released at aporoxi- 
vaately 1440 hou: s. 


25X11 


JA AES A, CUNNINGHAM, JR, 
Acting Sasistant Thrector 
iSsecial Activities} 
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